
 

Brian Boesch 
University of RI

Kingston, RI 

MEET THE CANDIDATES FOR THE 2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The 2017 election for the NESTMA Board of Directors is in process. Please take 
a few moments to review the candidates running for the three General Member 
seats and one Commercial Member seat. NESTMA members with an email on file 
will already have received an invitation to vote online. Deadline for online voting 
is 5:00 p.m., Friday, July 14. Members without an email on file will receive a 
hard-copy ballot in the mail. This ballot must be returned by Friday, July 7.

The following information was provided by the candidates for positions on the 
NESTMA Board of Directors, 2017.

GENERAL MEMBER CANDIDATES

Brian Boesch is the Turfgrass and Sportsfield Manager at the University of 
Rhode Island in Kingston, RI. He is originally from Rochester, NY and now 
resides in North Kingstown with his family. Brian has a passion for 
Turfgrass Management and science and engineering in general. He holds 
an A.A.S in Turf Science from Horry Georgetown Tech in Myrtle Beach, SC, 
B.S. in Biochemistry from The University at Buffalo, and an M.S. in Turf 
Management from the University of Rhode Island. Brian has been involved 
with several turfgrass associations over the years, but none more than 
STMA and NESTMA which he has been part of for over 10 years. He has 
served on the Board of Directors for NESTMA for the past 4 years. Brian 
likes working with people and networking with his colleagues. He wishes to 
continue serving on the NESTMA board to help advance the association 
forward as it grows to serve the current and future needs of turfgrass and 
sports turf professionals in the Northeast.



 

Mark DeWolfe 
Brewster Academy

Wolfeboro, NH

I am the Grounds Manager at Brewster Academy in Wolfeboro, NH. One of 
my main responsibilities is managing the athletic fields. I have worked at 
Brewster for over 26 years and have been a member of NESTMA for more 
than 20 years. I was born here in Wolfeboro and have lived in this area my 
whole life. I really enjoy working and playing in the out of doors. One of my 
biggest passions is any type of fishing. I also enjoy snowmobiling, hunting, 
skiing and watching college sports. I particularly like following Brewster 
graduates playing college sports.

Ed Olsen
Town of Needham, MA 

• Born in Brockton MA 
• Graduated Oliver Ames High School 1989
• Graduate BA UMASS Amherst History 1993
• Short career as a Special Education Teacher, Brockton MA
• Graduate BS Plant & Soil Science, Turf Management 

UMASS Amherst 1999
• 10 year career as a Golf Course Superintendent at various 

clubs in NY and MA
• Served as Superintendent of Parks and Forestry, for the 

Town of Needham for the past 7 years.  In addition to this I 
serve as the Town Tree Warden, Chairman of the Safety 
and Efficiency Comm., and Chairman of the IPM Comm for 
the Town.  Over the past 7 years I have enjoyed working on 
various boards and committees in Town.  I am very proud to 
have been an integral part of several high visibility open 
space and athletic field capital improvements in Town 

• Active with NESTMA as well as serve as Treasurer of the 
Massachusetts Tree Wardens & Foresters Association

• Married 11 years with a son and a daughter
• 11 year resident of Needham



 

Michael Wade, CSFM
Dartmouth College 

Dartmouth, NH

• Graduated from UMass Amherst 
• 2004 B.S. Plant and Soil Science 
• Attained Certified Sports Field Manager (CSFM) 

through the Sports Turf Managers Association in 2012
• NESTMA Board of Directors since 2012
• For the past 10 years worked in sports turf 

management at Keene State College and Dartmouth 
College 

• Worked in the golf industry for 10 years:  Manchester 
Country Club, Golf Club of New England, Cape Cod 
National

• Lives in Keene, NH

Andrew Walsh
Pine Banks Park

Malden, MA

I have been involved in some form of turf management for over 18 years, 
since my first job at a local golf course when I was a freshman in high 
school.  It was there that I found a passion for this industry.  I have worked 
my way through several golf courses, a professional baseball stadium, a 
private tennis facility and am currently at a municipal sports complex/park.  
I owe a lot of my career to the amazing networking made available to me 
through organizations like NESTMA, and I would like to give back to the 
industry in any way that I can. 



 

Mike Carignan
Director of Product Sales & Marketing

Agresource Inc. 

COMMERCIAL MEMBER CANDIDATES

I began my career in the green industry during college when I decided to 
work on a golf course for a summer job. After graduating with a degree in 
sport management from Colby-Sawyer College I pursued turfgrass 
management and received a certificate in turf from the University of 
Massachusetts Turf Winter School program. I went on to work for the next 9 
years at The Country Club in Brookline, MA and Shelter Harbor Golf Club in 
Charlestown, RI as an assistant superintendent. During that time I furthered 
my education and completed an online Masters’ program from 
Pennsylvania State University in Turfgrass Management. In 2013 I 
transitioned to sales and started to see the world of the Green Industry 
outside of golf. I have taken an interest in sports turf management as it is 
another avenue to display the steps the industry as a whole has taken in 
science, technology and professional development. I joined NESTMA in 
2013 and have enjoyed being a part of this community and look to increase 
my role within it while learning more each time I attend an event.

Kyle McNerny
Smart Water Management

Hopkinton, MA

Founder of Smart Water Management, Kyle McNerney is passionate about 
controlling irrigation so it complements the landscapes and the people 
managing them. He has served as president of the Irrigation Association of 
New England and has earned multiple professional certifications.  Kyle has 
become a regular at NESTMA events and has spoken at Landscape and 
Irrigation related events around New England.



Mark Casey
MTE

A 1992 Graduate of Boston College and 1994 Stockbridge School U-Mass 
Alumnus & LEAR Academic Scholar, Mark brings a strong educational 
background, 30 years of Turf Management industry experience and prior 
Board level experience with the Golf Course Superintendent’s Association 
of New England (GCSANE).   His work experience includes 5 years as 
Assistant Superintendent at Greater Boston area clubs and 5 Years as Golf 
Superintendent at Willowbend on Cape Cod.  Mark has further experience 
with contract service business for sports fields and golf properties working 
2 years with a cultural services company Turf Links.  Since 2006 Mark has 
served as the Eastern Mass Sales Representative with MTE~ Turf 
Equipment Solutions, representing equipment brands for managing natural 
& artificial turf fields. Mark & MTE were honored in 2012 receiving the 
coveted NESTMA Vendor of the Year Award. 
 
Throughout his time in the industry Mark has been an active member of the 
New England Sports Turf Managers Association and GCSANE and served 
as the first Affiliate Vendor Board Member for the GCSANE from 
2010-2014.   During this period Mark was instrumental to develop and 
create their current Vendor Sponsor program, which packaged offerings for 
multi-level memberships blending advertising, web presence and staff 
registrations, known as the Patron Partner Program.    It has grown from 17 
to now 35 participating Companies and has provided annual revenues that 
are now streamlined and have solidified and assure the ongoing financial 
strength of the GCSANE organization.

Mark Resides in Andover, MA with his high school sweetheart and wife of 
21 Years, Laura Jean, who is a special needs elementary school teacher in 
Andover.  Their two children are Alyssa (18) who is entering Merrimack 
College in the fall as a basketball recruit, and Christopher (17) a Senior and 
pole vaulter at Andover High School. Mark’s coaching days are over and he 
now has time to offer as a board member!


